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On Thurſday the 6th of March 167,, 
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By His Majctties (pecial Command. 
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His Mijeflier moſt Gracious SPEECH to bo 
Houſes of Parliament. > F 


28... x4 


My Lords and Gentlemen, =_—_ 
= Meet you here with the moſt earneſt dehre that Man can have. A 


to unite the minds of al My Subjeftes, both to Me , andtguns | 

another,and I reſolve it ſhall be your Faalts, if the Swoceſs es] ; 

SY not ſuitable to My defires;T have done many great things alteady *\ + 

8 i» order to that End yas the Excluſn of the Popiſh Lords from: 

their Seats in Parliament , the Execution Gap men, of 48: 

. tpon the ſcore of the Plot, and of the Murder of Sir Edmondberry Godfrey,aud8*\ % 

zt is apparent that I have not been idle in Proſecuting the Diſcovesy of both ; a 

much further as hath been poſſible in ſo ſhort a time. & 8 

I have Diſbanded as much of the Army as I could get Mony to do, and I aw \* 

ready to Disband the reſt ſo ſoon as you ſhall Reimburſe what they have anft IE | 

and will inable Me to Pay off the remainder : And above all, I have Command © 

My Brother to abſent bay from Me, becauſe I would not leave the moſt male** 

czous Men room to ſay] had not removed all Cauſes. which cold be pretended ta 

influence Me towards Popiſh.Counſels.. | a Ro / 

Behides that end of Union which 1 aim at( and which 1 wih ould be extended 

to Proteſtants at road as well as at home ) I propofe by this taft great Step Thave=* 

made, to diſcern whetherProteſtant Religion, and the Peace of the Kingdom be as. 

truly aimed at by others,as they are aA intended by Me, Por if they Er. ou will © 

imploy your time upon the great Cencerns of the Nation , and mat be drawn. to pro" \ 

. more private Animoſities under pretences of the Publique ; Tour Proceedings will | 
be calm and peaceable order to thoſe good Ends T have recommended to you, and | 

' You will Curb the Motions of any unruly Spirits which would endeavour to diſturb | 
. them. Thope there will be none ſuch amongſt you, becauſe there can be no mav that | 
, | anuſt not ſee how fatal Differences amongſt our Selves are like to be at this time - © 

both at home and abroad. .Y - 

| T ſhall not ceaſe my Endeavours daily to find out what more Joan, both of . the 


Plot, and Murder of Sir Edmnondberry Godfrey, and fh#Þ defire the Aſſiſtance of :: 


- Goth My Houſes in that Work. 6 
I have not been wanting to give Orders for putting all the preſent Laws 


| Execution againſt Papifts , and I am ready to joyn in the making ſuch furthe 


| Laws as may be necceſſary for-Securing. gs _ 
| | Truſt tire your Ahence us in Splits beck for. Dirhundny the oy 
| þ IE wy \Y?? 
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Fores, whichwas occafionedby the Pol)-Bills falling ſhore of the Shy which 


it Ad gave Cred!t for. 


Hons which are upon my Revenue, and which'T have Cammand{d tobe laid 
you, and Thave juſt cauſe to defire ſuch an Increaſe of the Revenue it ſelf, as 
rhrmake it: equal to 2gey Expences; hut by reaſon of thofd other Supplits 
+ are abſolutely neceſſary at this: tame , 
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Ws ape Cuſthms and Exciſe to be protonged tr Me, and that you will ſome w 

6.up the ry; T ſuftain by the Pro fEieken of French Wines ard Brandy, which 
vs onely to My prejudice, and to the great advantage of the French. 
mt needs put you-in. mind how necefſary it will be to have agood Strength at 
s this Summer, ſmceOur Neighbours are: making Naval Preparations ;And not- 
banding the great Difficulties 1 labour under, I have taken ſuch Care as will 
went any Dimger which can threaten Vs, if your parts be performed in time. 
Sia 74 heartily recommend to-you, T. hat ſuch a conſtant Eſtabliſhment might 
L F for the Navy, as might make this Kingdom not onely Safe, but Formidable, 
TSS car never be whillt there remains not enough beſides to pay the neceſſary Char« 
4 = of the Crown. 
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| $5.4 will. conclude as { begin, with my earneſt defires to have this an Healing Par: 


1% » and I dogrue you this Affurance, That I will with My Life De d both 
1 HP roveſtant Religgon, and the Laws of this Kingdom, and I do expett from you 
\ be Defended from the Calumny , as well.as Danger of thoſe worſt of men , whe 
"aeavonr to rendtr Me 11d My Government odious to My People. 


The reſt I leaveto'the Lerd Chancellor. 


"I muſt neceſſarily recommend to.you likewife the Difc dim 4 th Fey af 


Fam contented to with tha? 
x white longer , mgm Th the preſent oely to have the. Additional . 
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"The Lord Chancellr q '2PE 'k c H tobe J oth B ouſt 
Parliament, | "EY 


"Wy Lords, and you the Knighte, Citiztns, and 
Burgeſſes of the Howſe of Commont. 


= O: archere Aſſembled hy vertue of Bis Majeſties mſi Grackduss Writ 
UE ARA Summons to hold a Parljament, The Great, The Wiſe, and the Power 
 Councel of this Kingdom 1 z from the wiſdom of this Councel the þ 
ſure He ſhall receive the beſt advice, from the Duty and Loyalty of 
Aff:mbly He can never want a Cheerful aſifancegAnd theKing reſo ; 
T-#* mecct youall with ſo much Grace ar.d Goodneſs, that-he hopes his] 
ment ſhall End iz: no difzpointment of any but our Enemies 
Ir may feem ſtrarge perhaps to ſome, that His Majeſty who-had fo long and tn x 
Experience of the duty of the Jaſt Parliament, ſhould now, and in this preſent Op 
Cture, think fit to call a New ore 3 þut the King hath fo equal a confidence in the affei 
cf All 5 good Subjcds, that he intends to be acquainted with them All, and <6: 
many and frequent Conſultations with them, and hopes .by this means to, arcaingy 
true and right Underſtanding of the deſires of his people, and next to that y, to . be £ | 
ly underſtood! by them, 1 
Fhe conſiderations which are now to be laid before you are as urgent and as we alin | 
as were ever yet offer'd to any Parliament, or indced ever can be, ſo great-and-ſo ſary ri 1 
ing have been.our dangers at home, ſo Formidable are the appearances of danger from? 
broadgzthat the moſiUnitedCounſels,the malt fedateand the calmeſt temper,together wi 
the moſt dutiful and zealous affeftions that. a Parliament can ſhew, are all become abl&+ | 
lately &in4iſpenſably Neceſſary for our. preſervation. EE 
At home we had need look about us, for His Majeſtics Royal Perfon hath been in da ns F 
ger by a Conſpiracy againſthis Sacred Life, Maliciouſly contriv*d, and Pape | 
zi:d on by thoſe S:minary Pricſts and. Jeſuits and, their adherents, "who think ,themſe 
under {ome Obligations of conſcience to Effet it ;/ And having Vow'd the Subverſ ons; 
of the true Religion : mongſt us,tind no Way 0 likcly to compalsit, as to woung| 
uv& inthe head,and toKill the Deferdec of the Faith, &-7 
H 5 Majelty wanted not ſufficient Evidence of His Zzal for our Religion, wihoud hls-; 
Tcltimony from his Enemies, who were about to Sacrifice Him for itz But it hath ew ſc 
b:en the praftice of thoſe votaries, firftto Marder the Fame of Princes, and ten A | 
Perſons, ficſt to Slander them to their people as if they favour'd papifls, and then toAKE 
Caſlinate them for being too Z alous Proteſtants, , And thus by all the ways and meann7 
which our Law calls Treaſon, and their Divinity calls merit and Martyrdom, They. 
trying to {{t up the Dominion and the Supremacy of the Pope, as if the Dignity of 
Tr. ple Crown could never be ſufficiently Advanced , unlcſs theſe three Kin Joms 
Fg Trp 60005. 
| added unto hin. and all brought back aga'n under that yoke, which neither we nor4 ro] 
Forcf.c ers were able to bear, ; 
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[KG HEE rn careful to profecite the Diſcovery ever lince the Riſing ofthe Jaſt Pare 
ntyard theKing doth now:Recommend it to you to perfect: more evidence hath 
en already ſound ovt,and more MalefeQors diſcover'd, ſome in hold, ſome Fled, Juſti- 
F Peac&have bees Quicken'd in the Execution of theirDuty, the Negligent have been 
proved, and puniſh*d,the Diligent erconrag?d and affified in Doubtful Caſes by the Os 
nons:of the Judges, "AQive and faittiful meſſengers have ben ſent into all the corners 
arthcKingdom,whers there was any hope'of ſervice to be donegthe very priſons have b:en 
zalach'd, to fee; whether any had fled thither to hide themſelves there, and under pretence 
SXDecbt toelcape the purſuit; and ifany have defir'd leave to go beyondSea, they have fuſt 
xc Sccuity not to go to Rome, nor ſend their Children to be bred in any Fortign 
lnazics,'and then they have been obliged to give ina Liſt of all their metial ſervants, & 
olc-fervants too have been examin*'d vpon Oath: and order is given that they beagain 
kamin'd'atchePorts,and make oth they are the ſame perſons were Examit'd above: So 
at” all:poſhible Care hath been' taken that no Ma'efaftors might Eſcape us in Diſguilc, 
=And chough the Prieſts themſelves do not keep the Confeſlions uf their Proſelytes more 
ecretthen theſe keep the InjunGions of their Priefis, Yet enough hath appear'd to bring {| 
ime Cpital Offendors to publick Juſtice, and to convi them cf the Crime, ſome of the . | 
Eraitors have bin executcd, ſevera! Prieſts have bern Arreſted and impriſon?d, all are hi. 
Mg xemſclves'& lurking in ſecret Corners like the Sons of Darkne(s. The Murderers'cf 
Amend. berry Gedfrey have been conderm.'d and ſuffer'd Death, fome papiſts have Bas . 
ly them. lves. out of the Kingdom, others are impriſoi.'d for not taking the Oaths, . 
Ware proſecuted towards Conviction, and the very Shame and Rc proach which attends 
auch abominable praRiſcs, hath covei*d ſo many faces with New and Strange Confuſions, 
that it hath prov'd a powerful Argument for thiir Converſion, nor is it to be wonder'd 
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zatthat they could no longer belleve all thatto bz Goſpel which their Priclts taught them . 
when they faw the way and means of introducii g it, was fo tar from being Evangelical, 
+. Irnaword, Sq univerſal is that deſpair to which the Papiſts arc 110w reduced, that they: 
maven other hopes left but this, That We may Charcce toOverdoe our own Bulineſs,and 
*& being too far tranſported with the fears of Popery, neglect the Opportuniti.8 We now. 
{a nehing Sober and Laſting Proviſions againſt it, 
And *cis not to be Doubted but that it would infinitely gratific the Papiſts in the Re- 
aenge they wiſh, for this Diſcovery if they could (ze us DiſtraQt+d with [caloulics incu;as. 
Band difiruſting th: Government to ſuch a Degree as ſhould W-aken all that reverence. 
gy which he ſtands, for then the Plot would not be altogether without Effect, but thoſe * 
whom they could not deſtroy by their Conſpiracy, they ſhould havethe fatisfaRtion to fee. 
Wining themſelves after the diſcovery , So that though we had Eſcapt that deſolation, 
= Waichthey intended tohave-brought upon as;Nothing could ſave us from that defteutie; 
=8-which we'thould bring vpon Our ſel ves. 
Bur their Exp<cations ot this are as v2in, as their other d(figr.s were wicked Fas; 
Re Majc ty hath alrcady begun to let them-Sce with what ſeverity he intends to prce: » J$ 
I: againſt them , He hath paſs'd a Law to diſable all the Nobility and Gentry of it at... | 
Ron ever to fit in Parliament , and not content with that, He did,cff:r.to the lait.. i 
Hiament ;aud'do's:again rencw the ſame Offzr to this Parliament, to'paſs any twrther... 
| vs! ; gainft Poprery which thall be deſired , fo as thefſame extei.d not to the Diminu. : 5 
nt owm Prerogative, nar tc alter the deſcent ofthe Crown in the-right Line, nor” *} 
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(6 defeat the Sucallion, He hathrofudd the, petition ofthe Lords wii duringel 
ecrval of Parliament deſired to be brought ok Tryaly and:afteri{d long: ko nt 
ſnment might reaſonably enough have expeced-it, But His Majeliy; thoughtit fieres 
reſerve them to a. more publique and canfpicuous Tryal in Parliament. For which ex 
their Tryal ought now to be haften'd , for it is high time there ſhould, be fame: pert 
put to the impriſonment of the Lords, 43 LE. \. _- 
But that which the King hath been pleagd to mention to-you thismorningS P'S 
the re{k;& is Sufficient of it ſelf alone to diſcharge all thole fears of, Popilh, influendes which! 
many good men had too far Entertain*d : For now. you ſee His Majeſty of His'omn&* 


cord hath done that which would have been very difficult for you to agk;and hathde aith F 
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fainly'it were much better for us to make ſuch Laws as will prevent Offences, rather tha 
ſuch as ſerve only to puniſh the Offenders; _ 
From the Dangers which we know at Home , and have already:in aigreat-me 
overcome , Be piezs'd tocarry your conſiderations abroad, and weigh the: Dangers: wh 
may come from thence, We all ſee and know the poſture of: our, Neighbours;, and thi 
tte General Peace of Exrope being once made, there muſt necds be Great Fleets and At 
- © mies unemploy'd, and ready for an occaſion, & *cis as-vilib'c that ſome of our Neighbouwt 
| are fo waſted by the War," that they arc unable togive us any. help, if we-ſhould ſtand 
+} nced of it, & when we confider withall the afied condition: of the Proteftants: abuua; 
4 | we may be ſure that every calamity they fuffcr,jis in ome meaſure awenkning of thei 
*; teftant Intercft, and looks as if it were intended to make way ſor a General:Emtirpath 
| Theſe Dangers would not be fa conſiderable as they are ;. if the preſent! wants 
\ 4 | the Crown were not too well known, The King doth not intend to preſs you at 
| * * time with the full conſideration of thera all,, for as the King:cavnot hopein any ones 
| ©} ontodo all that may b: goad fo. is People, fo neither does:He expe@iromrhernall 
| © may be neceſſary for himſclf, but hopes the goodhunderfiandingbetweenthlan be Wk! 
| » | ple (hallbe for ever maintain'd, by a perpetual Reciprocation of Grace andfavyour of 
KS — ME On ba ——— — 
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and Debates astend-to raiſe Heat, or may create any kind of Diſturbance, Nor does 

King in the World fo much-contribute to Diſpatch as a quiet and Orderly proceed- 

For they who arc in Haſte, en pre $2 alltheir buſineſs at once , moſt com» 
y hinder themſelves from bringing mg toperfetion, 

a have now an Oppertunity of doing great things for the King and Kingdom, 
;Gelerves your utmoſt Care to make a rightule of of it, For *tis not in the power 
arliament to recover a Loſt Opportunity, Oc to reftore themſelves againtotheſame 

mnſtances, or the ſame condition which they had once a Power to have improv'd. 
uld you Secure Religion at home, and Strengthen it from abroad by uniting the 

Tbof all the Proteſtants in Exrope ? This is the Time, 
wid you et the Chriftian World ſee the Kingin a condition able to prote& thoſe 
Hadhere to Him, or Depend upon Him? This is the Time, | 
ud you Extinguiſh all our Fears and Jealoufies? Would you lay alide all private 
plities and givethem up to the Quiet and Repoſe of the Publique? This is the 


d-you lay the foundations of a Lafting Peace, and ſecure the Church and Stare 

the future Machina;ions of our Enemies? This is the Times 

+ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

reſent Face of things, and the. State wherein We now arc, is ſo well known 
Rood abroad ,That the whole world is in Great ExpeRtation ofthoſe Reſoluti- 
Lſhall-be taken here, The Reſults of this Councelſeem to be Deciſive of the- 
jelſe Kingdons for many Ages, and are like to Determine Us,cither to happinels 
p Duration, 


rota very 

© to lay, and ſay truly, That the King when ſeated ia Parliament is then in the 
His Majeftic and power, ard: ſhines forth-with the Brighteſt Luſter. Let no 
from beneath Darken or Qbſcuce It. 
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Wu 'a Prince as any in'E | 
 A1C 4 arrpe ed fince wag have laid ie- dow: for: eMfrximie| in p tiquess; 
England can never be deſtroyed but by ic ſelf,,and that *cis11 yain'to ma eat J.; Atta ; 
upon this Natien, antil'they be in'fome greatDiſordeFand' 'Contiifio 1 among, therdl 
make the Ambitious Deſpair betimes, and Efa5lith fo perfeR an incelliÞ © beref "we 
the parts of this Great Body, that there may be but one Heart ahd one "oe F Ori Jt $ 
And let us all pray That He who hath once more miraculouſly Delivered the 
T he Church, and the State, would be pleaſed ftill :o continue His <deees ProteF ie 
iye us Thankful and Obe lient Hearts. And when VVe have offet*d up thoſe'Þ 
od, Let us in the next place Offer themagain tothe King,and hay 8 em down' al 
* Goa 20] of his Throne, Thatſo the Kihg may (ee Himſe f ſatc in your Councels y | 


 Inyour Aﬀe&tions, ViRorious by your Arms, and Rais'd to (uch aHight by*yourL of 
ty & Courage, that you may have the Honour of making Him the Greateit King, an i 


the. Glory of making you the Happieſt People. 
Ihave but one thing more in Command, and that bs to'the- Gentlmei 8 


\Houſe of Commonecs , that they proceed immediately to the choice.of Speaker , *v 


His Majeſty will expe& to be- preſented. to Him here at ithree of CON ng gfoy 
the Afternoon, | 
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